THE  SUN  AND  THE   SERPENT

of Vishnu at Badarinath was built by the raja
for the Brahmanical reformer. To this day the
Rawal, and other principal priests of this temple,
are Namburi Brahmans from southern India.1

Legend says that Sankara told the raja that he
would neither eat nor drink until one hundred
temples had been built to Vishnu. The raja gave
the necessary orders, and the temples were built
in groups. They are still standing, but it is said
that most of them were never used for worship.

Some of the Kathuria rajas, like other Solar
chiefs who have been referred to, appear to have
assumed the title of Vasudeva or Basdeo ; and
they probably also claimed the divine honours
which belonged to it. In an inscription in the old
temple to Basdeo at Josimath, one of the Kathuria
rajas is called " Sri Basdeo Giriraj Chakra Chura-
mani/' 2

Several authorities mention that Raj pal, raja of
Indraprastha or Delhi, invaded Kamaon, where he
was defeated and killed by a chief called Sakwanta
or Shakaditya. The conqueror seized upon Indra-
prastha, and reigned there for fourteen years. He
was then overthrown and killed by Vikramaditya,
whose capital was Ujaini.3

1 Report on Source of the Ganges, As. Res. viii.

2 Gaz. N.W.P. (Kamaon), 467.

3 " Annals of   Rajasthan,"  i. 51;   Ward,  Hist.  Hindus,
i. 21.     Ind. Arch. Reports, i. 137, 138 ; Gaz. N.W.P. (Ka-
maon), i. 411.
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